Pammie (left) works on the
Mississippi River near Alton, lllinois.

The PowerTech™ 13.5L engines spin the original
4-blade stainless steel props through new Twin
Disc transmissions at a 4.5:1 reduction.
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Mike Marko Sr., along with his son, Mike Jr., and daughter, Amy Jo, operates Mike’s Inc., a John Deere

marine dealership near St. Louis, Missouri.
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LEGENDS OF THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPP!

One of the nation’s oldest harbor tugs and its owner keep river operations flowing

nown as America’s main artery
of commerce, the mighty
Mississippi River runs 3,779
kilometers (2,348 miles) through
the nation’s heartland. Starting
its course in the north woods of
Minnesota, the river meanders
southward to Wood River, lllinois — right
through the veins of Mike Marko Sr.

Marko loves the Mississippi, just as he does
the workboats that ply its waters. And he's
seen thousands of tugs and barges in his
day, and driven and worked on them too.
“I've been on the river since 1948,” he says,
recalling his youth working as a deckhand.
“By age 15, | was piloting boats.”

Today, some 50 years later, Marko is still
making a living on the river, as are his
children, Mike Jr. and Amy Jo. Together,
they operate Mike’s Inc. and its three
facilities, which include the shipyard located
just 32 kilometers (20 miles) upstream from
St. Louis. The operation provides a variety
of services for the river-going commercial
vessels. Mike's Inc. offers marine engine
sales, service, parts and also full-service
shops for fabrication and engine service.
“We have two dry docks that can lift up to
2,800 tons (2,540 metric tons). This means
we can lift about 95 percent of the harbor
boats and towboats on the river,” he says.
“It's always been difficult to list in just a few
words the multitude of jobs we're capable
of and have performed over the years. On
any given day we're likely to accomplish

repairs from topside or dry-dock work, to
electrical/HVAC/plumbing jobs, to engine
repowers.”

Those engine repowers include many

John Deere generator-drive marine engines.
About three decades ago, Mike's Inc. became
a John Deere marine dealer for CK Power
Products in St. Louis. In fact, Mike’s Inc. is
one of the first in the region to install two
John Deere-powered generators into a tug.

“Of all the generator sets that we've sold over
the years — and | sold one of our customers
over 50 of them — performance has been
good,” relates Marko. “We're getting as many
as 30,000 hours out of our generator engines.
That's what | call a good track record.”

That track record is one reason why Marko
decided to repower one of the region’s
legendary harbor tugs with two John Deere—
powered generator sets. Built in 1926,

the M/V Pammie (previously F.H. Shepard,
Bettye, and Kangaroo) is one of the oldest
diesel-powered workboats still operating on
the inland waterway system.

With an affinity for vintage vessels,

Marko purchased the old boat six years
ago. “When we bought it in 2010, the
generators weren't to my satisfaction,” he
recalls of the 6x18-meter (20x58-foot)
steel-hulled vessel. “So | cut off part of the
cabin, got rid of the 2-cylinder generator,
and installed a new set of 45-kWe
generators with John Deere 4.5L engines.”

Still, Pammie deserved even more. Five years later,
in the winter of 2015, Marko helped Pammie

kick her smoking habit and, with the help of

state and federal grants, replaced her aging
12-cylinder main engines with a new set of clean-
running John Deere Tier 3 propulsion engines.

Today, the Pammie’s work ethic is stronger
than ever. The towboat works around the
clock, shuffling barges back and forth
between fleets and helping maintain the oil
and grain docks around Wood River, lllinois.
She also spots the vessels on and off the dry
docks at Mike's shipyard. All of this requires
muscle, which this old girl now likes to flex.

“The choice was clear to utilize John Deere
power for the M/V Pammie,” says Marko.
“We needed the reliability and longevity the
John Deere 13.5L engines provide. Pammie
also runs 3 miles (5 kilometers) per hour
faster. That doesn’t sound like much, but if
the boat runs 24 hours a day, that’s 72 more
miles (116 kilometers) a day,” he says. “But
more than anything, | look for push potential,
and these engines have a lot more power.”

With a new lease on life, Pammie can
continue her legacy along the inland
waterways. Like her owner, she will no
doubt continue working on the mighty
Mississippi for many years to come.

@M Distributor: CK Power in St. Louis, Missouri;
www.ckpower.com

Dealer: Mikes, Inc. in South Roxana, lllinois;
www.mikesinc.com
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