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Telegraph staff writer

SOUTH ROXANA — An
area businessman antici-
pates big business in provid-
ing a full-service boat repair
shipyard on the Mississippi
River.

“The river industry has
needed this for the last few
years,”
owner of Mike’s Ine. “It’s
going to help the industry
quite a bit. We were init once
before but it didn’t work out.”

The new dry dock station
will provide complete ser-
vices for ships, barges and
boats in need of any type of
repair. Standard mainte-
nance and emergency repairs
can be sought through Mike’s.

“This service will make us
a full-service shipyard,” Mar-
ko said. “What we’re doing is
satisfying customers’ wants
and needs.”

The new operations of the
business will provide more

Mike Marko, president of Mike's,

said Mike Marko,

' jobs to the area. Underwater

repairs to tow boats and
barges require training and
skill. So far Marko’s list of
clients includes six compa-
nies, more than 60 boats and
countless barges. Materials
that make the dry dock ser-
vice possible include cutting
torches, welders, homemade
wrenches and much more.

Marko has owned Mike'’s
Inc., for 33 years. He started
out small with his father, the
late Jim Marko as a two-per-
son welding shop in a two-car
garage in South Roxana. The
business grew rapidly and
dove into making heavy truck
repairs, including rebuilding
engines and fixing and sup-
plying parts.

Marko said he never expec-
ted his business to do as well
as it has. In fact, Marko said
he never had a projection or

grand design for his business

and likes to let things happen
as they will.
“We do a little bit of every-

thing,” Marko said.

His business has grown to
encompass a space of 60,000
square feet. Inside Mike’s
shop engines are rebuilt,
parts are -.restored and
repaired, diesels and trucks
are worked on and Electro-
motive Division rods and
parts are reconditioned. The
latest business venture has
been something Marko said
he has always been interest-
ed in. Currently he has the
supplies and manpower to
replace obsolete Baldwin
engines with new Marine or
EMD engines.

“I started as a deck hand
on the river when I was eight-
years old,” he said.

That was back in 1948.

Marko currently has more
than 60 employees through
his shop. Mike's Inc. was
responsible for supplying
generators to keep running
water flowing to Argossy's
Alton Belle Casino during the
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and Charlie Carlisle, foreman, in front of the new dry dock put in service last week.

‘A full-service shipyard

Mike’s Inc. provides service, repairs on the Mississippi

Flood of ’93.

“Mike kept it open the
whole time during the flood,”
Green said.

He also supplied genera-
tors along the Great River
Road which provided water
for Godfrey, Alton, Foster-
burg and Bunker Hill.

He said through providing
repairs to marine vessels, he
hopes to supply a much
needed service to boats on
the Mississippi in this area
and hire more people
throughout the community.

“It’s been an ongoing prob-
lem for the last six years,”
said Dwight Green, a sales-
man for Mike's. “There’s
been a demand for a shipyard
ever since then.”

Mike’s is open 24-hours a
day, Monday through Friday.
For more information call
254-4491 or from St. Louis
(314) 741-0176.




