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Mike’s Inc. Adds New Drydock In Wood River, 1.

By NELSON SPENCER JR.

Mike’s Inc., Wood River, IlI. took de-
livery of a newly constructed drydock
March 23. The 160- by 70-foot drydock
has a capacity of 2,700 tons and was built
by Three Rivers Boat & Barge Inc., Led-
better, Kv. The contract was signed in
July 2010, and less than one year later,
the drydock was being pushed down the
Ohio and up the Mississippi to reach its
new homeport.

“The drydock provides us with new
business opportunities, and will allow us
to hire on about 15 more people,” said
Mike Marko, owner and president. “With
increasing Coast Guard requirements re-
garding inland waterway vessels, I'm hop-
ing the company’s need for a second dry-
dock won't be too far off.”

Mike’s Inc. has been in business since
1965 and is well known for performing
engine overhauls, repowers, generator in-
stallations, and topside repairs. The com-
pany also offers a full-service gear and
machine shop, block welding, shaft weld-
ing and straightening, marine electrician
services, as well as a new marine electron-
ics division.

In addition to the drydock, Mike’s has
recently made other sigpificant invest-
ments. In the second half of 2010, the
company purchased the 750 hp. Kangaroo
and a 55-ton Lima floating crane to add to
its existing equipment, which also includes
a 65-ton Manitowoc floating crane.

The Kangaroo was renamed Pammie,
after Marko’s wife of 31 vears. The compa-
ny performed multiple in-house structur-
al repairs to the vessel, installed two new
John Deere 45 kw. generators and all-new
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wheelhouse electronics, and converted its
steering to a full follow-up system.
“Between our main shop and marine
facility, we have a great crew of skilled
and experienced “men,” said Amy Jo
Marko, Mike Marko’s daughter. “Along
with their help, my brother, Mike Jr., and
1, plan to carry on in the tradition of our
dad and grandpa. It was their ‘can-do’ at-
titude and willingness to meet a custom-

The mv. Pahnmie, formerly the mv. Kangaroo, pushes Mike’s Inc.’s first drydock to its shipyard at Mile 198.8 on the

er’s needs that built this company. The va-
riety and diversity of our services allows
us to keep growing in order to continue
fulfilling their commitment to the marine
service industry.”

Three Rivers Boat & Barge is a family-
owned business started in 1996 by David
Ray. Roger McCuiston is general manager
of the shipyard and was in charge of the
construction of the new drydock. The yard

is located at Mile 929.2 on the Ohio River.

Three Rivers is busy building a second
drydock for use at its shipyard. The dry-
dock will be 80 by 200 feet with a capacity
for 3,000 tons. They are also busy build-
ing 35- by 195-foot deck barges. New ves-
sel construction is abput 40 percent of
Three Rivers’ busigess, said David Ray.
The other'60 pefcent is repair and ma-
chine shop‘;work, he said.



