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vears at Blvssvy Marine. He has exten-
sive experience in vessel construction and
maintenance and helped design numer-
ous vessels including a number of pres-
sure barges that Sneed built,

Jones and Clyde Sneed quickly set
about improving and expanding the Chan-
nelview facility by adding a 200-foot dry-
dock for boat and barge repairs and about
1,500 feet of new 'Jll”\']lf’il[ll. plus two new
250-ton capacity American 9310 cranes.
They added a second shift to further ex-
pand their capabilities and services.

Their goal, as stated by Jones when he
and Clyde Sneed took over, was to expand
their customer base for the new construce-
tion and repair division of both shipyard
locations. Now, with the addition of a
third location, Central Gulf Shipyard,
they would appear to be on a course to
not only reach but exceed that goal.

“Itsa moving target,” said Jones, slw:lk-
ing of the loftier goals the company aspires
to as it continues to expun(l. “We're thank-
ful for the success we've had and for the
good customers who've made it possible,
And, we're looking forward to the future.”

New Golding Towboat

The mv. Andrew Golding, newly built
by Sneed Shipbuilding at Channelview,
Texas for Golding Barge Line, Vicksburg,
Miss., transited Port Allen Lock recently
on what may be its first trip. The 2,000
hp. is 94 by 32 feet and has twin Caterpil-
lar 2512C diesels.
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Firm began construction of new dock, right, last September.

Mike’s Inc.. a repair yard located at
Mile 198.8 on the Upper Mississippi Riv-
er near Wood River, I1l.. is putting the fin-
ishing touches on a new drydock.

“We started the pumps April 9.” said
owner Mike Marko Sr., "andl everything
is working great.” He plans on having it
ready in mid-May.

Joining two barges that he bought in
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Paducah, Ky.. Marko worked on complet-
ing the dock when time allowed, start-
ing in September last year, he said. The
dock is 180 by 70 feet with 59 feet be-
tween the wing walls, Tt will be capable
of lifting 2,400 tons in about 40 minutes,
said Marko, who added that since he nev-
er overrates his docks, “it might even do
a little better.”

The repair yards other dock, which
has a 2,700- to 2,800-ton capacity, has
been in full use of late. Currently on the
dock is the mv. Kevin Michael, in for work

New Drydock At Mike’s Inc.

on its wheels. Before that, Mike's docked
the Marie Hendrick to repair its coolers
and the Danny Bradford to overhaul its
engines, Marko suid.

The new dock essentially doubles the
yard’s capacity.

In order to serve his marine cus-
tomers, Marko opened the river facili-
ty in 1970 as an adjunct to his large re-
pair, parts and sales complex in Roxana,
1L, which started as a side business that
he and his father began in 1963 from the
buck of a pickup truck.
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