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40 Under 40 Awards: Ross, Santel,
Schumann, Shaffer And Smith

S

For the second year, 40 of the industry’s future leaders were honored at the inland Marine Expo with the “40
Under 40" award. All 40 honorees were nominated by executives and peers for their hard work and

dedication to the industry.

In an eight-week series, The Waterways Journal is featuring all 40 recipients. This week, we recognize

Nathaniel Ross, Tom Santel, Jamie Schumann, Graham Shoffer and Alex Smith.

Those interested in nominating individuals for the 2020 “40 Under 40" award will have a chance to do so
later this year. To be included, nominees must be under the age of 40 as of May 18, 2020, the first day of the
7th annual IMX. Award winners will be recognized during the event for their outstanding contributions to the

inland marine transportation industry in o variety of fields.

Tom Santel

Tom Santel, 35, is machine shop/fab manager for Mike's Inc., Wood River, IlL

A graduate of the machinist program at Ranken Technical College in 5t. Louis, Santel
began his career with Mike's in 2010 as a machinist and reduction gearbox technician.
“Tom’s hard work, dedication, integrity and 'In it to win it" attitude played a large role

in necessitating the need for more machinery, equipment and a 6,200-square-foot

facility to be built by Mike's in 2013 to encompass all the services he and his team are
now capable of providing,” said Amy Marko, general manager, who nominated him
for the award.

“Despite the heavy workload and long hours known by all of us at times in the marine industry, Tom's
positive attitude, efficiency and enthusiasm make him a customer favorite. They know they can count on
him to be innovative in finding solutions to their repair needs, but at the same time he also looks to
address the underlying cause of the problem rather than just applying a band-aid to the symptoms. The
quality of his work, his constant perseverance to expand his knowledge, skills and abilities, and the high

performance standard he holds himself to are all rare traits to be found in someone his age.”



