Mike’s Inc. Prepares To

THE WATERWAYS JOURNAI

»

e e .-

- -

IRETSAR ot
Vi o o~

Pl |

NINE

-

& _&\

B

o D .h ¢ — -
. - i, " ap—— b '-t‘-'vmmm*"

New drydock with shipyard erew in front of the mv. Jim Marko.

By HEarHER ERVIN
In 19683, Mike Marko Si APPIroN |y
dea by

iy around in his mind

hus father with an ] been toss
Already working
as ap lu‘g-n- welder for Cherokee l‘:]w-
Marke wanted to start up u side
business with the help of his father, Jin

M l".l:

bine:

Jim Marko with his first new welder.

; tor Gull Oil Com
pany, agreed to help his son and the tso

:ul». itext ‘.'.n"ll'l‘!'; work ont ol the Fux k of

Jim. a port enginees

a peckup truck and their two car garage in

East Alton, 111, when they weren't fulfill
ng their day job obligations. A ooyl
nder, air-coolad Lincoln welder wis the

msiness’ first piece of equipment

Many nights, T only god two hours of

sleep, but I made it a point to never say
no to a client,” said Marko.
”n' llll‘\llli S8 SoO)
and Mikes I novex] to a 7,11':_'-
Roxana, 1L, in 1965, followed
shortly thereafter by two major expn

outgrew the ga
?‘n'.l'
er site
sions in 1970 when the company openad
amarine Facility on the river and in 1958

when the company expanded to its cur

rent location in South Roxana, T, Mar
ko's Eather i“'“'“l away in 1972
loday, two of Marko’s children, Mike

Marko i general  manager-engine
shop, and Amy Jo Marko, general man-
family busi

70 tall-time

ager-shipyand. bedp run the

ness alongside more than
emplovees

Mike's Ine. offers e pairs and servie-
es on all Lypes ol commercial rver ves
sels, from parts ind electronic svstems
Lo new components nd engine rebuilds
Othey manne services inelude new and
repaired tail shalts and rudder stocks,
shaft ‘.'.«'|||i'|'; amd stralgitening, en
mne-to-gear drive systemns, amd in-field
macinmng

The company’s lutest additions in
cludk !

ond drvdock, Marko sald the company
] I

i new fubrication shop ancd i see
i‘].u\' to eedebrate its 30 vears of hard

work, good service aind enstomer appre

Celebrate 50 Years of Growth

-

plato courtesy of Mike's fw

clation somoetime next Sprng
Just Tell Us What You Want®

With a fervor for Hnding solutions for
any and all customers, Marko Sr. said
hils motto 18 one by which the SO
stands, “Just tell us what vou want,” he

saicd. "We

Yours ago,

will make it Ilh{:"‘k":

Marko Sr. said  he dan
gled 40 feet in the air over the side of &
bridee to make a repalr. During the flood
of 19893, Marko St predicted that the
swollen river would wipe out tlw ]
of the Alton Belle Casino. Marko Sr. ane
his stalf worked tirel=ssly to keep water

oy

tanks supplied and wdd truiler-truck beds
na-_v‘(-rlu'-r to install an entrance ramp b

fore disaster could str ke The project was
completed minutes before the power of
the river tore away fhe main passenger
entrance '.'.'l-'-"ln '.Lnl‘ai have shuat down
an econcmic tregsure to the
eitv of Alton, Marko's hometown.

the casino

Innovation is Key

Upon close inspedtion of Mikes Ine.’s
shipyvard and docks, one would notice
several repurposedd ral cars and shipping
contaners maxing up ;\.II‘.\ of the l:u"llll:-'
including the shipvard office, tool rooms,
shear shuck and two amps that allow ve
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hicle access to the dock string
Thev look gowd and they cost bess

sint] Marko Sr. Savine money where it can
be savexd is something Marke Sr. firm
Iy believes and practices. The fab shop
where the company works on ridders,
tail shafts and other marine components
still has working equipment from the
19405 combined with some of the latest
innovative acar essential to aiding top
poteh repairs amd manufacturing, “1F it
till works well. why let it 1o to waste?
hier sl

New Fabrication Shop

In 2013, Marko Sr. devided to adkd a
oW \lv(-plu Mike's Inc. to dlow for more
in-house repairs and quicker tomaround
tisnes lor ils customers

The 50- by 125-foot \lnvl\ Lincthons
|="|'||.|-‘i|\ in the labrication. machining
aned repiaar of industria) and marine indus
try-refated parts and components with a
full-service reduction gear shop. Other
SEeMAes 'll" \I“‘l| I"ll'- "l"‘ I\’\ ('lx‘?")l'.l‘ ™
incdude laser alignment. shaft wd stock

welding and straightening wixd custom or

Ill I nux IIII’IIIl\i

) 2 . : AL, f AN 2 N 3 : .
Machunery used in the new s 100 CON 5 " ) , X

~x phvoto by Nelwn Spe el
sists of a 42-foot and 27 -toot Luthe to turn

tail shalts in addition o smaller lathes to Engine repair room.
turn bearings, A new CNIC lll.l\l:m. ont

ter with a 10
the :,l.(-]l to cut new ruckder |||..lm wheel

(‘liﬂllifl(' L& .lll'.l

saidd Marko |

veIiors

ex over the lmxl Nl

Second Dryvdock

and boat repairs, wong with a 100-ton
ram Lo straighten rudder stocks and tail

shalts

by 21-foot bed is wsed in - machinist| puts into 17

“We aren't as relunt on outsid

wrenches, wedges, dogs, now, which is great.

AMter seven months of constructi

The fabrication \||u|| is the latest of &

more, A 300-ton. 20-foot brake press is also bric : A . oy
We can ent anvthing [Tom Santel.  wsed in the shop to bend steel for bunge couple of addit ons the vanl has complet e comnpiny completed in mic-ZULS S
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Marko Sr. said the lltf.u'uu'k wies built
by strapping together two rock barg
es, and then installing wingwalls, valves
VOnbs. crossoyer l‘-l[}lll'_; starrwavs, an op-
crator shack aond other festures all fabi
catedd wt the shipyard

The dock is now home to the mv, Jim
Marko, which is being reconstructed alter
it sank earlier in 201

[he repair vard's ether drvdock, whicl
has a 2,500-ton capecity and is 160 by 50
feet, is Jocated nearby at the same mile
mirker. It has been in operation since
2001 amd his been e lled the smoothest
nuickest ride ont of e water by m ny ol
Mike's Ine. s marine customers. “Il'vou're
out ol the water, vomi're losing money.”
sald Amy Jo Marko. "We've made it o
poal to get your repars taken care of in a
timely manner and get it done right the
first time to get van an your way,”

The vard also pro ides a 40-toot wean
lift. atele handler forklift, and floating and
mwhile eranes. Its fleet of cranes inchides
a 60-tan Manitowee erawler and Linkbelt

truck

crane, 22 ton Grove hvdrsalic erane, and

Criane all ton American  orm X"l

a H-ton Grove hvdramilic crane.
A Look Into The Future

From the back of a pickup truck, to a
aarige to an extensive facthity made up of

‘-n‘. fo hy Nolwon Spenovr e

e AUTeN :.'l‘l:l..f'lllll‘(' \'Illll:\ |'||'_"IHI' " l::“' \‘.llll
Tom Santel operates new CNC plasma cutter, riverfront repair sttions, Marko is an ex

.lllll‘!'l' of haw ;HI"I'IX' mto molion an 1Ill B

< ) nddoenk « ke 1€ . .
seoond dndock at Mile 1958, which has combined with hard work can pav ol well

ab time when doing luluxul.- repalrs inchade mas freeing, tug service, manm.
i 2300-ton capacity and is 151 by 59 feet

e second drvdock only holds one boat
ol

v time, but the vard has enongh dock

side space to work on up to 12 jobs at a

Essentially doubling the vand's capac-
ity, the new (|t\a|u k allows for « ulnl‘-lc te
t ]l\'.lll' and  below-waterdine repRLrs.
Other services provided at the dndock

clectrical work, hull ganging, potable wa
ter Al and trash disposal. MSD system
pumping, grocenes and engine room and
deck supplies.

in the luture. Marko’s ideas for keep
mne f.'u’ companys -.'_nmlh O un ll[l"\ .1.’(]
\".\'i‘!‘_: SOOI IO neser |'lll|
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Mike Marko Jr. and Mike Marko Sr.

Mike’s

(Conrevvep sxon Pace 11)

Marko St suid the company is cur-
renthy building a new 56- ba 25- by 3-feet
u\-ilif.ll work flat |xm.,h‘ to use at the
d'.ip.\*.'.rd,

Independently. Marko Sr. also recen
ly paire hased the former Argasy nverbo
casine, a three-deck boat. and two har
es in Sioux City, lowa. Marko Sr. said |
hired Mike'’s Ine. to deconstret the con
plex and perform modifications and n
pairs to bring it all down viver where par
of it may be incorporated inta the ship
vard to aid in future growth.

l.AI oy Nebuon Spes

Sinece its foundation. Mikes Ine
strived to become as close to o ones
shop marine facility as possible so th
customers can avoid lengthy downtin
Marko Sr. said the company will lmcp
goul a prionty as its heads into an
hrighter future.

rges

)l‘l?.l\'i"('\ ‘

(M) contrack

istrsct for &

w work ha
OS5, ONE 107 L2 HICKOTY LaC k and oned
Cheatham Lock



