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Rebuilt Towboat Christened

By JonN S. SHOULBERG

Alton, Ill.—After a nearly nine-year
absence—including several months on the
bottom of the Mississippi River—the for-
mer towboat Katie has been resurrected in
like-new condition, with a new name.
Rebuilt by Mike’s, Inc., South Roxana, I11.,
the towboat was rechristened “Jim” Marko
in a ceremony at the Alton Belle Casino
dock November 12.

The 1,350 hp. towboat is expected to go
on charter soon, but final papers haven’t
been signed, said Mike Marko, president of
Mike’s, Inc.

The Katie, owned by Archway Fleeting
& Harbor Service of St. Louis, was built
by F. B. Walker & Sons, Pascagoula, Miss.,
in 1976. It sank in the Upper Mississippi
River between the mouth of the Missouri
River and the head of the Chain of Rocks
Canal on November 27, 1983. Immediate
salvage efforts failed, and the boat spent
the winter under water before finally being
raised the following spring. Archway held
onto the hull until 1989, when it was sold to
Phoenix Terminal Company, Hartford, Ill.
At Phoenix, the empty, rusting hulk sat on
the bank for years; the firm nearly cut it up
for scrap, Marko said.

Mike’s, Inc., bought the Katie in July of
this year as a replacement for the firm’s
towboat Casey Joe, which sank in April near
Cairo, Ill,, while on charter to Olympic
Marine Company. Before the Katie could
be towed to the company’s dock at Wood
River, 111, the hull had to be made water-
tight; nearly five tons of ¥s-in. steel went
into repairing the hull, he said.

Then a core crew of about 10 workers,
plus “a whole lot of support people,” set to
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THE TOWBOAT KATIE a year after it

sank and spent four months underwa-
ter in the Upper Mississippi River.

—W.J Photo by John S. Shoulberg

THE NEWLY CHRISTENED “Jim” Marko, completely rebuilt by Mike’s, Inc.,
Wood River, Il

work on the vessel, rebuilding it from the
hull to the flagpole. New steering and air
systems were designed by Mike Marko, as
was the layout of the “new” vessel. Two
rebuilt Detroit Diesel 12V-149 engines
were installed, each delivering 675 hp. at
1,800 rpm. The engines drive 72-in. by 50-
in. pitch steel propellers through ZF BW
251 reduction gears with 6:1 ratio. The gen-
erator, also built by Mike’s, is 40 kw, driven
by a John Deere model 4039 diesel engine.

The vessel contains a Quincy 325 air
compressor, a Sentinel engine monitoring
system, and, on deck, two 40-ton Nabrico
winches. The mechanical-over-hydraulic
steering system has two steering rudders
and four flanking rudders. It has capacities
of 22,000 gal. (fuel) and 10,000 gal. (water).
The vessel sleeps six in quarters on the
second deck.

Electronic equipment on board was sup-
plied by RiverTronics, Inc., Alton, III.,
including a Furuno 1940 radar, LH5 inter-
com, Carlisle & Finch 500-watt search-
light, GAM TGS3 antennas, and Icom M-55
VHF radios.

‘Everybody’s Proud’

“[The reconstruction] had its moments,”
Marko said. “I think everybody’s proud of
this one.”

“It’s not brand new, but it is to us,” said
Terry Moore, Mike's Inc., marine foreman,
who said it was the biggest rebuilding pro-
ject the company has ever had. “We've
done numerous boats before, but I don’t
think one this bad.”

Moore and Austin Opp of Opp Con-
struction Company, who helped with the
rebuilding, said that the project would not
have been possible were it not for Mike
Marko’s ability to look at a rusted hulk and
visualize a rebuilt towboat.

“Mike’s biggest asset is his vision,” Opp
said. “Very few people can see a project all
the way through like he can.”

During the last few weeks of the pro-
ject, crews worked 24 hours a day to ready
the boat for the christening, scheduled for
November 12. The entire week before the
christening brought rain, forcing them to
erect a tent over the 70- by 26-ft. towboat
to apply the final coat of white paint to the
vessel. Despite the rain, everything was fin-
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Lock Closure Set

The Rock Island Engineer District
reports that Mississippi River Lock 20,
Mile 343.0, will be closed from 7 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on December 22 in order to
switch the old lock controls over to new
ones.

Schuylkill Navigation
Is Focus of New Book

A very good pictorial history of a well-
known and successful American Canal can
be found in a new book, The Schuylkill
Navigation: A Photographic History. Com-
piled by Harry L. Rinker, it was published
by the Canal Captain’s Press, 103 Dogwood
Lane, Berkeley Heights, N.J. 07922-2327.

For more than 75 years the canal served
the coal fields, linking Port Carbon, Pa.,
with Philadelphia. Today, parts of the canal
have been restored for parks and other
r;;pes of recreational use, and several man-
ufacturers utilize water rights.

The soft-cover book has more than 240
photographs, compiled by Rinker, who is
an expert on American canals and who
helped found the Pennsylvania Canal Asso-
ciation. He was the first director of the
Hugh Moore Park on the Lehigh Canal in
Easton, Pa.

There was a steamboat line on part of the
canal, operating from Iona Grove in pools
created by Dams 23 and 24. At one time
there were eight steamboats in the fleet;
one was named Golden Eagle.

The 96-page book sells for $16, plus $2
for shipping and handling,

Books on Tankers
And Docksmanship

The Cornell Maritime Press, Inc., has
released two new books on marine sub-
jects. One, Tanker Operations: A Hand-
book for the Ship’s Officers, is the third
edition of a manual by G. S. Marton. The
first book came out in 1976.

The author covers many aspects of
tanker operations, such as measuring car-
goes aboard ship, piping systems, loading
and discharging, fire fighting, pollution con-
trol, and tanker law. The book has many
illustrations in its 312-plus pages. It also
includes a table of conversion factors.

The hard-bound volume is available from
Cornell for $35. The address is P.O. Box
456, Centreville, Md. 21617, phone 301,
758-1075.

The other Cornell publication is Docks-
manship, written by David Owen Bell, a
master mariner, who has taken into con-
sideration the problems that recreational
boaters face. He states the basics of
maneuvering with rudders, propellers,
lines and fenders.

A number of illustrations show the use of
lines in getting into a dock or slip. Han-
dling of sailing craft is also covered. The
soft-bound book has 100-plus pages and is
available for $6.95 from the publisher.

Nifty Noel Idea

Each Christmas, The Seamen’s Church
Institute in Philadelphia fills 2,000 ditty bags
with numerous small personal items, along
with the good wishes of the SCI staff and
volunteers, and distributes them to seafar-
ers visiting ports on the Delaware River.

TEXAS GULF NEWS

Houston, Galveston
Mull Port Merger

BY RoY DURRENBERGER

Houston, Texas—Discussions on the
possibility of the Port of Houston purchas-
ing the Port of Galveston have taken a new
tack in the wake of the Port of Galveston
acquiring some new business and gaining a
stronger financial foothold.

Currently officials from both ports are
mulling over the possibility of developing a
cooperative effort between the two ports
which would be called “Ports of Galveston
Bay.”

1); newly formed rail-barge joint venture
that will primarily ship commodities from
Galveston to some Mexican Gulf Coast
ports leads the Port of Galveston’s recovery.

The rail-barge service will entail railing
bulk and breakbulk cargoes to Galveston,
where it will be loaded on barges en route
to the Mexican ports of Altamira, Coatza-
coalcos and Vera Cruz.

A little more than a year ago, Port of
Houston Authority (PHA) officials met with
Port of Galveston officials to discuss a pos-
sible PHA buyout of the Galveston port
facilities.

The Port of Galveston was in virtual
financial shambles at the time, facing a $16
million debt, coupled with the dilemma of
Union Equity—the nation’s largest ship-
per of winter red wheat—closing down its

grain elevator at the port. That came on
the heels of Elders Grain Company giving
up its lease of the port’s grain elevator.

Since the original purchase discussions,
Galveston acquired some additional busi-
ness and Union Equity still occasionally
ships grain through the Port of Galveston.

In another transaction that helped bol-
ster Galveston’s business, the Mexican
steamship line, Transportacion Maritima
Mexicana (TMM) shifted regular calls
from the Port of Houston to Galveston in
August 1991.

If the proposal to merge materializes,
the “Ports of Galveston Bay” would entail
the two ports working together in compe-
tition against other ports.

Mega Borg Damage Studied

A five-part study to assess environmental
damage caused by the June 8, 1990, explo-
sion of the Norwegian tanker Mega Borg,
and subsequent 5.1 million gallon oil spill,
stated that the majority of oil spilled in the
Gulf of Mexico burned or evaporated off-
shore of Galveston.

Scientists for the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, which con-
ducted the study, estimated that 51 percent
of the spilled oil burned in open waters,
about 27 percent evaporated, and about 5
percent was recovered by skimmers.

The Mega Borg owners funded the study
to help test dispersion techniques and the
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